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What Will Students Learn in This Unit?
Area of Rectangles
Your child will be introduced to measuring area by tiling shapes with unit squares. The 
number of unit squares that can fit into a shape with no gaps or overlaps is equal to the 
area of the shape. For example, a 5-inch by 6-inch rectangle can be tiled with 6 rows of 
unit squares with 5 squares in each row. Since 30 unit squares can tile the rectangle with 
no gaps or overlaps, the area of the rectangle is 30 square inches.

Your child will also use multiplication to find the area of rectangles. The length and  
width of a rectangle can be multiplied to find its area.

Area of Composite Shapes
Your child will use what he or she knows about finding the area of rectangles to calculate 
the area of composite shapes. Students will learn how to decompose a composite shape 
into smaller rectangles. The area of the composite shape is equal to the sum of the areas 
of the rectangles into which it is decomposed.
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     = 10 × 4 + 8 × 4

     = 40 + 32

     = 72 square units

Example:

Total Area = Area of Square + Area of Rectangle

          = 5 × 5 + 12 × 4

          = 25 + 48

          = 73 square units
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