
A Guide to Socratic Seminar 

Understanding Socratic Seminar 

Socratic Seminar is a discussion method that encourages critical thinking and open dialogue. It's based on the 

Socratic method, where questions are posed to stimulate discussion and critical thinking. The goal is to explore 

ideas deeply, rather than to find a single right answer. 

Steps to Conduct a Socratic Seminar 

1. Choose a Text: 

o Select a text that is complex enough to generate multiple interpretations. 

o Ensure the text is accessible to all students. 

2. Prepare the Students: 

o Assign specific roles, such as discussion leader, questioner, or listener. 

o Encourage students to annotate the text and develop their own interpretations. 

o Provide guiding questions to stimulate thinking and discussion. 

3. Set the Ground Rules: 

o Establish clear guidelines for respectful dialogue, active listening, and open-mindedness. 

o Emphasize the importance of citing evidence from the text to support claims. 

4. Facilitate the Discussion: 

o Begin by asking an open-ended question to spark initial discussion. 

o Encourage students to respond to each other's ideas, building on their points or offering 

counterarguments. 

o Avoid dominating the conversation; let the students lead the discussion. 

o Intervene only to clarify points, redirect the conversation, or ask probing questions. 

5. Conclude the Seminar: 

o Summarize the key points and insights gained from the discussion. 

o Encourage students to reflect on their own learning and the impact of the discussion. 

Position Statement 

A strong position statement should: 

¶ Clearly state your claim or argument. 

¶ Provide evidence to support your claim. 

¶ Acknowledge counterarguments and refute them. 

¶ Conclude with a strong, persuasive statement. 

Example: 

¶ Claim: The author's use of symbolism in The Great Gatsby effectively conveys the theme of the 

American Dream's corruption. 

¶ Evidence:  

o The green light symbolizes Gatsby's idealized vision of the past and his pursuit of wealth and 

status. 

o The Valley of Ashes represents the moral decay and social inequality of the 1920s. 

¶ Counterargument: Some may argue that the symbolism is too overt and heavy-handed. 

¶ Refutation: While the symbolism may be explicit, it is essential to the novel's thematic depth and 

underscores the author's critique of American society. 



Tips for Effective Socratic Seminars 


