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Introduction to the Critical Concepts:

Charlotte County Public Schools firmly believes that teachers need to deeply 
understand the grade-level standards put forth by the state to inform how we 
develop and deliver lessons, to ensure accurate learning progressions, to provide 
consistency across classroom, schools, and the district, and to scaffold and 
support student in their learning.

When teachers have clarity about the standards they are teaching and they 
communicate success criteria to their students, it increases student buy-in and 
produces learning gains.

We want students to be able to answer the following three questions:

1. What am I learning today?

2. Why am I learning this?

3. How will I know when I’ve learned it?

Why does this matter?  Because according to Douglas Fisher, “When learning is 
organized and intentional, and when the learner knows what he or she is learning, 
great things can happen.  When students don’t know what they are learning, 
don’t care about their learning, and have no idea if they are learning, great things 
are unlikely to happen.”  We want great things for all CCPS students. Clarity is 
the key.

Utilization of the proficiency scales in this curriculum guide will provide teacher 
clarity but will also push students to deeper levels of learning. According to Fisher, 
“knowing the standards well allows teachers to identify the necessary prior 
knowledge and to determine the expectations for students’ success.  In nearly all 
cases, the standards themselves articulate outcomes of learning and often call 
upon students to apply what they have learned to an ever-widening set of 
situations and texts.” Proficiency scales are meant to be used by teachers for 
lesson planning and by students for individualized progress monitoring as they 
learn new material. The Proficiency scales in this document are divided into two 
sections, the Teacher Critical Concepts and the Student Critical Concepts, and 
both are designed around Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards.
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How to Navigate the Critical Concept Scales

Standard 
Title

Grade 
Level 
Standard: 
Target!

Stretch 
Goal

Skills to 
build to 
reach 3.0 
Proficiency

The document 
centers 

around this 
benchmark

These are 
suggestions. If the 
story you are using 

lends itself to 
different 

accompanying 
benchmarks, feel free 
to use those instead.

Grade 
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Savvas: myPerspectives



Writing Outline for Savvas 

Unit Number and 
Title/Theme

Day length Performance Task

Unit 1:
Forging a Hero

37 ● Argumentative Writing
● Improving Writing

Unit 2:
Reflecting on Society

33 ● Expository Writing

Unit 3:
Facing the Future, 

Confronting the Past

40 ● Argumentative Writing
● Expository Writing

Unit 4:
Seeing Things New

35 ● Improving Writing

Unit 5:
Discovering the Self

32 ● Narrative Writing 
● Improving Writing

Unit 6:
Finding Home

27 ● Expository Writing
● Improving Writing
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Civics Text Priority List 
by Grade Level

9-12

Grade 9: 
Autobiography of Ben Franklin
Democracy in America

Grade 10: 
Land of Hope

Pairing Civics literacy reading with 10th-grade B.E.S.T. reading list

Grade 11: 
Federalist Papers

Grade 12: 
The Second Treatise of Government
Land of Hope
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Proficiency Scale Table of Contents
Critical Concept Title Spotlight 

Benchmark
Accompanying 

Benchmarks 
ELA 

Expectations

Literary Elements ELA.12.R.1.1 ELA.12.R.1.2
ELA.12.R.1.3

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

Theme ELA.12.R.1.2 ELA.12.R.1.1 ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Perspective and Point of 
View

ELA.12.R.1.3 ELA.12.R.3.4
ELA.12.R.3.1

ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Poetry ELA.12.R.1.4 ELA.K12.R.2.3
ELA.K12.R.2.2

ELA.K12.EE.1.1

Structure ELA.12.R.2.1 ELA.12.R.2.2
ELA.12.R.2.3
ELA.12.R.2.4

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE. 3.1

Central Idea ELA.12.R.2.2: ELA.12.R.2.1
ELA.12.R.2.3

ELA.K12.EE.1.1

Purpose and Perspective ELA.12.R.2.3 ELA.12.R.2.4
ELA.12.R. 2.2

ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA. K12.EE3.1

Argument ELA.12.R.2.4 ELA.12.R.2.1
ELA.12.R.2.2
ELA.12.R.2.3

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1
ELA.K12.EE.6.1

Interpreting Figurative 
Language

ELA.12.R.3.1 ELA.K12.R.3.3
ELA.K12.R.3.4

ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.6.1

Paraphrasing and 
Summarizing

ELA.12.R.3.2 Any ELA.K12.EE.2.1 

Comparative Reading ELA.12.R.3.3 ELA.12.R.2.3
ELA.12.R.1.2
ELA.12.C.2.1

ELA.K12.EE.6.1
ELA.K12.EE.5.1

Understanding Rhetoric ELA.12.R.3.4 ELA.12.C.4.1
ELA.12.C.5.1
ELA.12.C.5.2
ELA.12.V.1.1
ELA.12.C.2.1

ELA.12.EE.2.1
ELA.12.EE.3.1

Narrative Writing ELA.12.C.1.2 ELA.12.C.1.4
ELA.12.C.3..1
ELA.12.V.1.1

ELA.K12.EE.6.1

Argumentative Writing ELA.12.C.1.3 ELA.12.R.2.1
ELA.12.R.2.2
ELA.12.R.2.3

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1
ELA.K12.EE.6.1
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Critical Concept: 
Literary Elements

Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.R.1.1
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.12.R.1.2
ELA.12.R.1.3

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
❏ In a well developed argument, evaluate how key elements 

enhance or add layers od meaning and style to a literary 
text. 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content.

3 Students will:
❏ Evaluate how key elements enhance or add layers of 

meaning and/or style in a literary text and explain the 
functional significance of those elements in interpreting the 
text. 

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:
❏ Setting
❏ Plot
❏ Character development
❏ Conflict 
❏ Theme
❏ Narrator
❏ Point of View
❏ Mood
❏ Tone
❏ Diction
❏ Syntax
❏ Figurative Language
❏ Voice
❏ Layers of Meaning: 

1) literal
2) mood
3) tone
4) author’s purpose

2 Students will:
❏ Describe the main character(s), setting, and main events in a 

story/ plot structure
❏ Identify plot structure
❏ Explain how one or more characters develop throughout the 

story
❏ Explain how setting, events, conflict, and character 

development contribute to the plot
❏ Analyze how the interaction between characters contributes 

to the development of a plot. 
❏ Analyze the impact of setting on character development and 

plot.
❏ Analyze the interaction between character development, 

setting, and plot in a literary text. 
❏ Analyze and explain how key elements enhance or add 

layers of meaning and/or style in a literary text. 

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content$$ score 3.0 content. 
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Critical Concept:Theme Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks

ELA.12.R.1.2
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.12.R.1.1

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Write an essay comparing and 

contrasting the themes of two or more 
texts

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze two or more themes and 

evaluate their development throughout 
a literary text.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify and explain the moral of a story.
❏ Identify and explain a theme of a literary 

text
❏ Explain a theme and how it develops, 

using details, in a literary text
❏ Explain a stated or implied theme and how 

it develops, using details, in a literary text
❏ Analyze the development of stated or 

implied theme(s) throughout a literary text
❏ Evaluate how key elements enhance or 

add layers of meaning to contribute to 
theme

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
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❏ Mood
❏ Tone
❏ Connotation
❏ Figurative 

language
❏ Syntax
❏ Diction
❏ Stated theme
❏ Implied theme
❏ Inference
❏ Author’s purpose
❏ Characterization





Critical Concept: Poetry Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.R.1.4
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.K12.R.2.3
ELA.K12.R.2.2

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1

4 Students will:
❏ Research poetry produced during a specific time 

period and analyze the connections between the 
historical events and the themes of the poems 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content.

3 Students will:
❏ Evaluate works of major poets in their 

historical context.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify types of poems: free verse, rhymed verse, 

haiku, and limerick
❏ Describe the impact of various poetic forms on 

meaning and style.
❏ Analyze the impact of various poetic forms on 

meaning and style
❏ Analyze structure, sound, imagery, and figurative 

language in poetry
❏ Analyze the characters, structures, and themes of 

epic poetry.
❏ Analyze how authors create multiple layers of 

meaning and/or ambiguity in a poem
❏ Analyze ways in which poetry reflects themes and 

issues of its time period.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or 
omissions regarding score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 
content. 

Formative Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 
content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
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❏ Structure
❏ Sound
❏ Theme
❏ Figurative language
❏ Rhyme: internal, end, slant
❏ Assonance/ Consonance
❏ Alliteration
❏





Critical Concept: Central Idea Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.R.2.2:
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.12.R.2.1
ELA.12.R.2.3

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1

4 Students will:
❏ Identify a historical speech that you have  a 

contention with and rewrite to reflect your viewpoint.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content.

3 Students will:
❏ Evaluate how an author develops the central 

idea(s), identifying how the author could make the 
support more effective

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify the central idea and explain how relevant 

details support that idea in a text.
❏ Explain how relevant details support the central 

idea, implied or explicit.
❏ Analyze and compare  the central idea(s), implied 

or explicit, and its development throughout a text.
❏ Compare and analyze two or more central ideas 

and their development throughout a text
❏ Evaluate the support an author uses to develop the 

central idea(s) throughout a text.
❏ Analyze the central idea(s) of historical American 

speeches and essays.
❏ Analyze the central idea(s) of speeches and essays 

from the Classical Period

1.5





Critical Concept: Argument



Critical Concept: Interpreting 
Figurative Language

Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks

ELA.12.R.3.1
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.K12.R.3.3
ELA.K12.R.3.4

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.6.1

4 Students will:
❏ Read a text from a multicultural genre,, 

annotate it, and replicate the same aspects of 
figurative language to create an original piece 
utilizing the same elements.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content.

3 Students will:
❏ Evaluate an author’s use of figurative 

language.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify and explain similes, idioms, and 

alliteration in text(s).
❏ Identify and explain metaphors, 

personification, and hyperbole in text(s).
❏ Explain and analyze how figurative language 

contributes to tone and meaning in text(s and 
explain examples of symbolism

❏ Explain and analyze how figurative language 
creates mood in text(s).

❏ Analyze the author’s use of figurative 
language and explain examples of allegory. 

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
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❏ Metaphor
❏ Simile
❏ Alliteration
❏ Onomatopoeia
❏ Personification
❏ Hyperbole
❏







Critical Concept: Understanding 
Rhetoric

Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.R.3.4
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.12.C.4.1
ELA.12.C.5.1
ELA.12.C.5.2
ELA.12.V.1.1
ELA.12.C.2.1

ELA Expectations:
ELA.12.EE.2.1
ELA.12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Analyze 3 different political speeches and 

determine how rhetorical devices are used in each 
speech; create a presentation that showcases 
examples of effective and ineffective use of 
rhetoric among the speeches.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Evaluate rhetorical choices across multiple texts

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content. 





Critical Concept: 
Argumentative Writing

Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.C.1.3
Accompanying Benchmarks:
ELA.12.V.1.1
ELA.12.C.1.5
ELA.12.C.3.1

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.6.1
ELA.K12EE.5.1

4 Students will:
❏ Write an argumentative essay on a position that the 

writer finds debatable within the current education 
system.



Critical Concept: 
Expository Writing

Grade:12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.C.1.4





Critical Concept: 
Oral Presentation

Grade:12



Critical Concept: 
Following Conventions

Grade:12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.C.3.1
Accompanying Benchmarks:
ELA.12.V.1.1
ELA.12.V.1.2

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.5.1

4 Students will:
❏ Ensure that all assignments are proofread and 

utilize appropriate conventions

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Follow the rules of standard English grammar, 

punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 
appropriate to grade level.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 3.0 
content. 

Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Follow the rules of standard English 

grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and 
spelling appropriate to grade level.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 3.0 
content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative 
Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
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❏ Apostrophes
❏ Contractions
❏ Pronouns
❏ Commas
❏ Plural
❏ Plural possessive
❏ Verb tense
❏ Irregular verbs
❏ Plural nouns
❏ Prepositions
❏ Prepositional phrases
❏ Gerunds
❏ Infinitives
❏ Participial phrases
❏ Colons
❏ Semi-colons
❏ Hyphens
❏ Dangling modifier
❏ Ellipses
❏ Passive voice
❏ Active voice
❏ Parallel structure
❏ Clauses
❏ Conjunctions



Critical Concept: 
Researching and Using Information

Grade:12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.C.4.1:
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.12.C.2.1
ELA.12.C.1.4

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.5.1
ELA.K12.EE.6.1

4 Students will:
❏





Critical Concept: 
Technology in Communications

Grade:12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.C.5.2
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.12.C.3.1
ELA.12.C.1.2

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1



Critical Concept: Academic 
Vocabulary

Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.V.1.
1

Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.12.V.1.2



Critical Concept: Morphology Grade: 12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.12.V.1.
2

Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.12.C.3.1
ELA.12.V.1.1

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.5.1

4 Students will:
❏ Design a game where players must demonstrate 

understanding of affixes and roots to determine the 
meaning of newly created words. 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3
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Critical Concept: Context and 
Connotation

Grade: 12







Critical Concept: Theme Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Write an essay comparing and 

contrasting the themes of two or more 
texts

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 
4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze two or more themes and 

evaluate their development throughout 
a literary text.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify and explain the moral of a story.
❏ Identify and explain a theme of a literary text
❏ Explain a theme and how it develops, using 

details, in a literary text
❏ Explain a stated or implied theme and how it 

develops, using details, in a literary text
❏ Analyze the development of stated or implied 

theme(s) throughout a literary text
❏ Evaluate how key elements enhance or add 

layers of meaning to contribute to theme

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or 
omissions regarding score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 
content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 
content. 

0



Critical Concept: Perspective and 
Point of View

Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Write an analysis of how a character’s perspective is 

influenced by his or her life experiences

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Evaluate an author’s choices in establishing and 

achieving purpose(s

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Explain the roles of author and illustrator of a story.
❏ Explain similarities and differences between information 

provided in visuals and words in an informational text. 
❏ Identify the narrator’s point of view and explain the 

difference between a narrator’s point of view and 
character perspective in a literary text.

❏ Describe how an author develops a character’s 
perspective in a literary text

❏ Explain the influence of multiple narrators and/or shifts 
in point of view in a literary text

❏ Explain the influence of narrator(s), including unreliable 





Critical Concept: Structure Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Research a current global topic and write a 

reflection that compares a similar conflict within 
your community.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will
❏ Evaluate the structure(s) and features in text(s), 

identifying how the author could make the text(s) 
more effective.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Use text features including titles, headings, captions, 

graphs, maps, glossaries, and/or illustrations to 
demonstrate understanding of texts.

❏ Explain how text features—including titles, headings, 
captions, graphs, maps, glossaries, and/or 
illustrations—contribute to the meaning of texts.

❏ Explain how text features contribute to meaning and 
identify the text structures of chronology, comparison, 
and cause/effect in texts.

❏ Explain how text features contribute to the meaning 
and identify the text structures of problem/solution, 
sequence, and description in texts.

❏ Explain how text structures and/or features contribute 
to the overall meaning and/or purpose  of texts

❏ Analyze the impact of multiple text structures and the 
use of features in text(s

❏ Evaluate the structure(s) and features in texts.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 
3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

43

❏ Cause and 

Effect

❏ Compare and 

Contrast

❏ Sequence

❏ Purpose

❏ Inference

❏ Central Idea

❏ Annotations

❏ Appendix

❏ Footnotes







Critical Concept: Argument Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Compare the development of  multiple arguments in 

related texts and evaluate the validity of the claims, 
the authors’ reasoning, use of the same information, 
and/or the authors’ rhetoric and write an 
argumentative essay to showcase your perspective.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Compare the development of multiple arguments in 

related texts, evaluating the validity of the claims, the 
authors’ reasoning, use of the same information, 
and/or the authors’ rhetoric

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify an author’s opinion(s) about the topic.
❏ Explain an author’s opinion(s) and supporting 

evidence.
❏ Identify an author’s claim and explain how an author 

uses reasons and evidence to support the claim.
❏ Track the development of an argument, identifying the 

, specific claim(s), evidence, and types of  reasoning 
used.

❏ Track the development of an argument, analyzing the 
types of reasoning used and their effectiveness, 
identifying ways in which the argument could be 
improved.

❏ Compare the development of multiple arguments on 





Critical Concept: 
Paraphrasing and Summarizing

Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Paraphrase content from grade level 

texts. 

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Paraphrase content from grade level 

texts.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success 
at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

❏ Paraphrase

❏ Plot

❏ Theme

❏ Central Idea

❏ Relevant Details 

2.0 I will:
❏ Summarize a text to include plot and 

theme for a literary text
❏ Summarize a text to include central 

idea and relevant details for an 
informational text

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

48



Critical Concept: Comparative Reading Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Compare and contrast a contemporary world text to a 

classic literature text and present in a powerpoint 
presentation the textual evidence.

Notes:

3.5



Critical Concept: 
Understanding Rhetoric

Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Analyze 3 different political speeches and 

determine how rhetorical devices are used in 
each speech; create a presentation that 
showcases examples of effective and 
ineffective use of rhetoric among the 
speeches.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Evaluate rhetorical choices across multiple 

texts

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify and explain the meaning and/or 

significance of rhetorical devices in a text.
❏ Explain the meaning and/or significance of 

rhetorical devices in a text.
❏ Explain, analyze, and evaluate an author’s 

use of rhetoric in a text.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:



Critical Concept: Narrative Writing Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Write a personal narrative that describes a time the 

writer experienced an epiphany that significantly 
impacted his or her life

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Write complex narratives using appropriate techniques 

to establish multiple perspectives and convey universal 





Critical Concept: Expository Writing Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ After comparing and contrasting two a given texts, 

write an expository essay to reflect on the both 
major themes by citing textual evidence to support 
claims

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Write an in-depth analysis of complex texts using 

logical organization and appropriate tone and 
voice, demonstrating a thorough understanding of 
the subject.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Write expository texts about a topic, using a 

source, providing an introduction, facts, 
transitions, and a conclusion.

❏ Write expository texts to explain and analyze 
information from multiple sources, using relevant 
supporting details, logical organization, and varied 
purposeful transitions.

❏ Write expository texts to explain and analyze 
information from multiple sources, using a logical 
organization, purposeful transitions, and a tone 
and voice appropriate to the task. 

❏ Write an analysis of complex texts using logical 
organization and a tone and voice appropriate to 
the task and audience, demonstrating an 
understanding of the subject.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:
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❏ Tone

❏ Voice

❏ Organizational 

structure

❏ Compare/ 

Contrast

❏ Anecdotes

❏ Central idea

❏ Purpose

❏ Strategy

❏ Audience

❏ Transitions

❏ Elaborative 

Techniques (see 

pg 185)



Critical Concept: Improving Writing Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ In small groups, share a written assignment 

and make suggestions for revision(s) to the 
members

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Improve writing by considering feedback from 

adults, peers, and/or online editing tools, 
revising to enhance purpose, clarity, structure, 
and style.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success 
at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Improve writing by planning, revising, and editing, 

considering guidance and feedback from adults 
and peers.

❏ Improve writing by considering feedback from 
adults, peers, and/or online editing tools, revising 
for clarity and cohesiveness.

❏ Improve writing by considering feedback from 
adults, peers, and/or online editing tools, revising 



Critical Concept: Oral Presentation Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏



Critical Concept: 
Following Conventions

Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Ensure that all assignments are 

proofread and utilize appropriate 
convention

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Follow the rules of standard English 

grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 
and spelling appropriate to grade level.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success 
at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Follow the rules of standard English 

grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 
and spelling appropriate to grade level.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 



Critical Concept: Researching and 
Using Information

Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Research a topic using 3 different peer-reviewed 

journals as the primary sources. Present the research 
in a slideshow that highlights the different information 
gained from each journal.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Conduct research on a topical issue to answer a 

question and synthesize information from a variety of 
sources

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:



Critical Concept: Multimedia Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ After a short story or poem, recreate 

the main idea with a small group to 
produce and present a video amongst 
peers.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Design and evaluate digital presentations for 

effectiveness.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Use two or more multimedia elements to 

enhance oral or written tasks.
❏ Arrange multimedia elements to create 

emphasis and/or clarity in oral or written 
tasks. 

❏ Integrate diverse digital media to enhance 
audience engagement in oral or written tasks.

❏ Integrate diverse digital media to build 
cohesion in oral or written tasks.

❏ Create digital presentations with coherent 
ideas and a clear perspective.

❏ Create digital presentations to improve 



Critical Concept: 
Technology in Communication

Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Write a “flash fiction” story to publish on 

two or more sites devoted to this genre 
of writing. 

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Create, publish, and share multimedia 

texts through a variety of digital formats.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 

success at score 3.0 content.
Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Use digital writing tools individually or 

collaboratively to plan, draft, and revise 
writing.
Use digital tools to produce and share writing.

❏ Use a variety of digital tools to collaborate with 
others to produce writing

❏ Use online collaborative platforms to create 
and export publication-ready quality writing 
tailored to a specific audience, integrating 
multimedia elements

❏ Create and export quality writing tailored to a 
specific audience, integrating multimedia 
elements, publishing to an online or LAN site.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:
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❏ Publish

❏ Digital formats

❏ Audience

❏ Revise

❏ Collaborative 
platforms



Critical Concept: 
Academic Vocabulary

Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Write a formal speech to an audience 

entering into the business profession to 
explain the roles of marketing, 
consumers, product, with emphasis on 
supply and demand.

Notes:

3.5



Critical Concept: Morphology Grade: 12

4.0 I will:
❏ Design a game where players must 

demonstrate understanding of affixes and 
roots to determine the meaning of newly 
created words. 

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Apply knowledge of etymology, derivations, and 

commonly used foreign phrases to determine 
meanings of words and phrases in grade-level 
content.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success 
at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Ask and answer questions about unfamiliar words in 

grade-level content
❏ Identify and use frequently occurring base words and 

their common inflections in grade-level content. 
❏ Identify and use base words and affixes to determine the 

meaning of unfamiliar words in grade-level content.
❏ Apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots and affixes, 

recognizing the connection between affixes and parts of 
speech, to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in 
grade-level content. 

❏ Apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots and affixes to 
determine meanings of words and phrases in grade-level 
content.

❏ Apply knowledge of etymology and derivations to 
determine meanings of words and phrases in grade-level 
content.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no s core -level 







Key Academic Verbs for Secondary ELA
Definitions pulled from the B.E.S.T. ELA Standards and the Cambridge “Understanding Command Words” 

resource 



Glossary of Terms

From the B.E.S.T. Standards 
pages 212-219
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Sample Critical Concepts 
Teaching Unit

This unit was created as a sample using the Proficiency 
Scale as a starting point and the B.E.S.T. List as source 
material. 

Important notes:

● The Spotlight Benchmark Close Reading Questions are 
adapted from the 2.0 material on the proficiency scale. 

● The Accompanying Benchmark Close Reading 
Questions were adapted from the benchmark in the 
blue spiral book since not all Accompanying 
Benchmarks have their own Critical Concept. 



Critical Concept: Narrative Perspective Grade: 7

Spotlight Benchmarks:
ELA.7.R.1.3

Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.7.R.3.1

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.3.1 
(Inferences)

4 Potential Resources:

Excerpt from Amy Tan’s 
“Two Kinds” (Grade 7, Unit 
1)3.5

3

2.5 Vocabulary:

- Character perspective

- Narrator’s point of 
view

- Unreliable Narrator

2

1.5

1 Possible Formative 
Assessments:

.5

0

Possible Duration: Culminating Activity:

Students will:
- Analyze the influence or a narrator or multiple 

narrators. 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial 
success at score 4.0 content. 

Students will:
- Explain the influence of narrator, including 

unreliable narrator, and/or shifts in point of 
view in a literary text. 

No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 
content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. 

Students will:
- Explain different character’s perspectives
- Identify the narrator's point of view
- Explain the difference between a narrator’s 

point of view and character perspective
- Describe how an author develops a 

character’s perspective
- Explain the influence of the narrator

Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or 
omissions regarding score 3.0 content. 

With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 
content. 

With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 
content. 

Even with help, no success. 

3-4 days 
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From Amy Tan’s “Two Kinds” 
myPerspectives Unit 1 (p.16-17)

Every  night  after  dinner my  mother and  I  would sit at the  Formica  topped 
kitchen  table. She would present new  tests, taking  her examples from stories  of 
amazing  children that she  read  in  Ripley's Believe  It or Not or  Good 
Housekeeping,  Reader's digest,  or any  of a dozen other  magazines  she kept in a 
pile in our bathroom.  My  mother  got these  magazines  from people  whose  houses 
she cleaned.  And since she  cleaned many  houses  each  week,  we  had a  great  
assortment.  She  would look through  them all, searching  for stories about 
remarkable  children. 

The  first night she  brought  out a story  about a  three-year-old boy  who knew  
the capitals  of all the states and even  the most of the European  countries.  A 
teacher  was  quoted  as saying  that the little boy  could  also pronounce  the  names 
of the  foreign  cities correctly.  

"What's  the capital  of Finland?  My  mother asked  me, looking  at the story. 

All I  knew  was  the  capital of  California,  because  Sacramento  was the 
name  of the  street  we  lived  on in Chinatown. "Nairobi!"  I  guessed,  saying  the  
most foreign  word  I  could think of. She checked  to see  if that might  be one way  
to pronounce  Helsinki  before  showing  me the answer. 

The  tests got harder  - multiplying  numbers  in my  head, finding  the queen  
of  hearts in a  deck of  cards, trying  to stand on my  head  without using  my  hands,  
predicting  the daily  temperatures  in Los  Angeles,  New York,  and London.  

One  night  I  had to look at a page  from  the  Bible for  three  minutes  and 
then report everything  I  could remember.  "Now  Jehoshaphat  had riches  and  
honor in abundance  and...that's  all I remember,  Ma,"  I  said. 

And  after  seeing,  once  again,  my  mother's  disappointed  face,  something  
inside  me began  to die.  I  hated the tests, the raised  hopes and  failed 
expectations. Before  going  to bed that night  I  looked in the mirror  above the 
bathroom  sink, and  I  saw  only  my  face  staring  back  - and  understood that it 
would always  be  this ordinary  face  - I  began  to cry.  Such  a sad, ugly  girl!  I  
made high  - pitched  noises  like  a crazed  animal, trying  to scratch  out the face  in 
the  mirror. 

And  then  I  saw  what seemed  to be the prodigy  side of  me - a  face  I  had 
never  seen  before.  I  looked at my reflection,  blinking  so that  I  could see  more 
clearly.  The  girl  staring  back  at me was  angry,  powerful.  She and  I  were  the  
same. I  had  new  thoughts,  willful  thoughts  - or  rather,  thoughts filled with lots of  
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Accompanying Benchmarks: Close Reading 



For more detailed 
information about 
the standards for 

this course, please 
reference the 

B.E.S.T. Standards.

They can be found here:
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/elabeststandardsfinal.pdf


