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Cause and Effect

	 •	 A	cause	is	what	makes	something	happen.	An	effect���������H�OÀPPE���������V�C�H�A�T���M�A�K@E�����Y�T`E�N�������C�H�A�T���M�A�P�P�E�N���N���M�C����������
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It was the coldest winter Paul Bunyan 
had ever seen. It was so cold that the fish 

moved south, the trees begged to be cut 
down, and even the snow turned blue. The 
nights were so frosty that when Sourdough 
Sam called Paul Bunyan and the other 
lumberjacks to dinner, his words froze 
solid and hung in the air, so nobody heard 
him and the lumberjacks went hungry until 
morning.

To get his mind off his starving belly, 
Paul Bunyan went for a walk. He was just 
about to eat a valley-sized handful of blue 
snow when he heard a strange sound—like 
the snort of a bear crossed with the bleat 
of a lamb. Peering into his hands, Paul 
Bunyan saw the sorriest sight: a tiny baby 
ox, stained blue by the snow.

Well, Paul Bunyan took pity on the 
poor little ox and took him to Sourdough 
Sam for a few gallons of milk. While old 
Sourdough heated the milk over the fifty-
burner stove, Paul Bunyan ate the dinner 
intended for fifty lumberjacks—he left not 
one spiral ham, bushel of mashed potatoes, 
or gallon of gravy on the massive table.

Soon it was clear that the little blue ox, 
which Paul Bunyan named Babe, had it in 
mind to take after its new owner. That first 
night, Babe drank the milk of a hundred 
cows, so the next morning Sourdough Sam 

had to make oatmeal for breakfast with 
melted blue snow. Babe soon grew so big 
that Paul Bunyan had to build an extra 
large barn to keep him in. When Babe was 
a week old, he started helping Paul Bunyan 
by hauling a hundred logs at a time by the 
strength of his massive neck.

The only trouble between Babe and Paul 
Bunyan was that Babe loved the winter 
and hated summer, so Paul Bunyan had to 
be mighty creative to keep Babe hauling 
logs in the summer heat. He even painted 
the roads white to make Babe think that 
they were covered in snow. Finally, Paul 
Bunyan hit on a grand idea: he introduced 
Babe to Bessie, the yellow cow. Bessie was 
almost a big as Babe and as beautiful as a 
summer day. She had a lovely yellow hide 
and warm brown eyes that nearly melted 
the blue right off Babe.

Now, being a summer cow and 
Sourdough Sam’s best provider of milk 
and cream during the winter, Bessie could 
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Home Activity  Your child identified and used vocabulary words from Thunder Rose. Work with your child to 
learn the words and their definitions. Have your child create colorful flash cards to do so.

Vocabulary
Directions  Choose the word from the box that best matches each definition. Write the word on 
the line.

 1. blood vessels that carry blood to  
the heart from all parts of the body

 2. song for singing to a child

 3. stealing

 4. a thick, black, sticky substance  
made from tar or turpentine

 5. fitted together; built

Directions  Choose the word from the box that best completes the  
sentences below. Write the word on the line shown to the left.

 6. The rancher ________ his cattle with the symbol from his ranch 
so nobody else could claim them.

 7. The cracks in the roof were sealed with ________ .

 8. Grandma and Grandpa danced elegantly, or ________, in time 
with the music’s gentle beat.

 9. When no one else could think of how to solve the school’s litter 
problem, Marisa impressed the principal with her________ idea.

 10. The tornado caused a lot of ________, or destruction, when 
it whipped through town and ripped several homes from their 
foundations.

Write a Friendly Letter
On a separate sheet of paper, write a friendly letter to someone living out of town about an event 
that happened where you live. Use as many vocabulary words as you can.
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54 Conventions Subjects and Predicates 

Thunder Rose

Home Activity Your child learned about subjects and predicates. Talk about a storm you and your child 
have experienced. Have your child write several sentences about the storm and identify the complete 
subjects and predicates in each sentence.

Subjects and Predicates

%VERY�SENTENCE�HAS�A�SUBJECT�AND�A�PREDICATE��4HE�WORDS�THAT�TELL�WHOM�OR�WHAT�THE�SENTENCE�IS�
ABOUT�ARE�THE�COMPLETE�SUBJECT��

� -ANY�FAMILIES�MOVED�WEST�IN�THE�����S�

4HE�WORDS�THAT�TELL�WHAT�THE�SUBJECT�IS�OR�DOES�ARE�THE�COMPLETE�PREDICATE�

� 4HE�TRIP�COULD�TAKE�UP�TO�SIX�MONTHS�

!�NOMINATIVE�IS�A�NOUN�OR�PRONOUN�THAT�MEANS�THE�SAME�AS�THE�SUBJECT��)T�EXPLAINS�OR�IDENTIFIES�
SOMETHING�ABOUT�THE�SUBJECT�

� *OE�WAS�AN�EXPERIENCED�COWBOY�� 4HE�NOMINATIVE�IS�COWBOY�

!�FRAGMENT�IS�A�GROUP�OF�WORDS�THAT�LACKS�A�SUBJECT�OR�A�PREDICATE�

� (AD�TO�CARRY�EVERYTHING�WITH�THEM�� 4HIS�FRAGMENT�LACKS�A�SUBJECT�

!�RUNON�IS�TWO�OR�MORE�COMPLETE�SENTENCES�RUN�TOGETHER�

� 4HE�SETTLERS�NEEDED�FOOD�THEY�NEEDED�TOOLS�

$IRECTIONS� 5NDERLINE�EACH�COMPLETE�SUBJECT�ONCE��5NDERLINE�EACH�COMPLETE�PREDICATE�TWICE�

� ��� !�TORNADO�S�SHAPE�IS�LIKE�A�FUNNEL�

� ��� 4HE�DEADLY�FUNNEL�MEASURES�UP�TO�A�MILE�WIDE�

� ��� 4HEY�ARE�UNPREDICTABLE�IN�THEIR�MOVEMENTS��

� ��� 3ETTLERS�FEARED�THE�AWFUL�TWISTER�

$IRECTIONS� 7RITE�&�AFTER�A�FRAGMENT��7RITE�2�AFTER�A�RUNON��4HEN�CORRECT�THE�SENTENCE�ERRORS��7RITE�
A�SIMPLE�SENTENCE�OR�A�COMPOUND�SENTENCE�ON�THE�LINES�

� ��� 4HE�WIND�INSIDE�A�TORNADO�

� ��� !�TORNADO�CAN�BE�CALLED�A�TWISTER�IT�IS�ALSO�SOMETIMES�CALLED�A�CYCLONE�� �
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Long Vowel VCV

7ORDS�IN�#ONTEXT� #OMPLETE�EACH�SENTENCE�WITH�A�LIST�WORD��

� ��� &ROM�A�SMALL�????��A�LARGE�OAK�TREE�GROWS�

� ��� 7HEN�YOU�ARE�SICK��YOU�MAY�HAVE�A�????�

� ��� 9OUR�????�IS�WHAT�YOU�THINK�OF�YOURSELF�

� ��� &LYING�????�MEANS�DOING�SOMETHING�ALONE�

� ��� !�DESERT�????�MAY�PRODUCE�TOO�LITTLE�RAIN�TO�SUPPORT�CROPS�

� ��� 4HE�TWO�PEOPLE�WERE�LOUD�AND�????�AS�THEY�CHEERED�

� ��� 4HE�TRAVEL�????�HELPED�PLAN�A�VACATION�

� ��� 7E�WANT�TO�STAY�IN�THE�????�THAT�HAS�A�POOL�

� ��� (AVE�YOU�EVER�WATCHED�A�????�SPIN�ITS�WEB�

����� 4HE�CLOTHING�????�ITCHES�THE�BACK�OF�MY�NECK�

!NTONYMS� 7RITE�THE�LIST�WORD�THAT�HAS�THE�OPPOSITE�OR�NEARLY�THE�OPPOSITE�MEANING�

����� FIXED

����� ADVANCED

����� ALIEN

����� NOISY

����� UNIMPORTANT

3YNONYMS� 7RITE�THE�LIST�WORD�THAT�HAS�THE�SAME�OR�NEARLY�THE�SAME�MEANING�

����� WORK

����� REASON

����� OBJECT

����� SCENT

����� IMAGE

Spelling Words
FEVER
VOCAL
LABEL
ACORN

BROKEN
NATIVE
ICON
ITEM

CLIMATE
SILENT
AGENT
AROMA

HOTEL
LABOR
MOTIVE
EGO

BASIC
SPIDER
VITAL
SOLO

� ��� ??????????????

� ��� ??????????????

� ��� ??????????????

� ��� ??????????????

� ��� ??????????????

� ��� ??????????????

� ��� ??????????????

� ��� ??????????????

� ��� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

���� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

����� ??????????????

Home Activity Ndjg�X]^aY�lgdiZ�ldgYh�l^i]�i]Z�adc\�kdlZa�K8K�eViiZgc#�=VkZ�ndjg�X]^aY�iZaa�ndj�dcZ�
hncdcnb�dg�dcZ�Vcidcnb�[dg�V�a^hi�ldgY#

��@�@����������������?�2�4�.�?��@�@�@�������@����������������������������������������0�-�.�!�0�$�&
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Thunder Rose

Scoring Rubric: Tall Tale

���������������������?�2�7�.�?����������������

���������������������������������������0�-

NA
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Vocabulary • Context Clues

� s� Homonyms are words that are spelled the same but have different meanings.

� s� ,OOK�FOR�context clues—words and sentences around a word—to figure out which meaning is 
being used in the sentence.

$IRECTIONS��2EAD�THE�FOLLOWING�PASSAGE�ABOUT�A�HURRICANE��4HEN�ANSWER�THE�QUESTIONS�BELOW��
,OOK�FOR�HOMONYMS�AS�YOU�READ�

!S�0EDRO�SCALED�THE�LADDER�TO�THE�
ROOF��HE�FELT�THE�BLOOD�IN�HIS�VEINS�

PUMPING�THROUGH�HIS�BODY��(E�WAS�THE�
FIRST�PERSON�TO�GET�A�LOOK�AT�THE�DESTRUCTION�
THE�HURRICANE�HAD�CREATED��(E�LOOKED�AT�
THE�ROOF�AND�REMINDED�HIMSELF�TO�BRING�
UP�A�BUCKET�OF�PITCH�NEXT�TIME�TO�REPAIR�
THE�NEW�CRACKS��,OOKING�OUT�OVER�THE�
COUNTRYSIDE��HE�SAW�THAT�MANY�BUILDINGS�
WOULD�NEED�TO�BE�CONSTRUCTED�AGAIN��(E�

STARTED�GATHERING�BROKEN�BRANCHES�TO�
PITCH��OR�THROW��DOWN�TO�THE�GROUND�BELOW��
4HEN�HE�PAUSED�AND�TOOK�A�DEEP�BREATH��
THINKING�ABOUT�WHAT�THIS�DISASTER�HAD�DONE�
TO�HIS�COMMUNITY��(E�KNEW�THAT�NONE�OF�
HIS�NEIGHBORS�WOULD�HAVE�TO�PITCH�TENTS�
AND�LIVE�IN�THEIR�YARDS�WHILE�REPAIRS�WERE�
MADE�TO�THEIR�HOMES��4HE�PEOPLE�OF�HIS�
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Almanac

An almanac is a yearly book that contains calendars, weather information, and dates of 
holidays. Almanacs also contain charts and tables of current information in subject areas such as  
populations of cities and nations, and lists of recent prize winners in science, literature, and sports.

Directions Read this almanac entry about the United States Census. Use the information to 
answer the questions on the next page.

United States Census
 Every ten years, the federal government conducts a census, or count, of the number of people 
who live in the United States. According to the federal Constitution, a census must be completed 
every ten years to determine the number of representatives each state may send to the U.S. House of 
Representatives.
 The census shows how the populations of cities, regions, and states compare. This data helps 
government officials decide how and where to spend federal money. Traditionally, a census not only 
counts the number of citizens, but it also gathers other information, such as:
 • the ethnic background of citizens
 • the number of adults and children
 • the number of employed people and unemployed people
 • the income level of citizens and their type of housing
 For many decades, the three largest cities have remained New York City, Los Angeles, and 
Chicago. However, other cities are growing more quickly than any of these three. Many sociologists, 
economists, and government officials find the growth rates of cities the most interesting information 
in the census. In recent years, the trend has been for great numbers of people to move from the 
North to the South—especially to states in the Southwest.
 The federal government collects data every year, not just every decade. For instance, the chart 
below shows data from the 2000 census in one column, but it also includes data collected by the 
government in 2002. This chart shows the ten fastest growing cities of 100,000 people or more in 
the United States.

CITY 2000  
Population

2002  
Population

Numerical 
Change

Percentage 
Change

Gilbert, AZ 109,920 135,005 25,085 22.8
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Long Vowel VCV
0ROOFREAD�A�0OSTCARD� 9OLANDA�WROTE�A�POSTCARD�TO�HER�FRIEND��#IRCLE�SIX��
SPELLING�ERRORS�AND�ONE�CAPITALIZATION�ERROR��7RITE�THE�CORRECTIONS�ON�THE�LINES�

dear Margaret,

I’m having a great time at the hotle. There are lemon 

trees everywhere and the eroma from the blossoms is 

awesome. Today, I’m going to by some gifts. There are 

many nateve crafts to choose from. It’s very calm and 

silant here. The only noise comes from the wind and the 

ocean. Thank your travel agant for suggesting this place. 

It’s now a family favorite!

  Your friend, 

  Yolanda

� ��� ????????????????????� ��� ??????????????????

� ��� ????????????????????� ��� ??????????????????

� ��� ????????????????????� ��� ??????????????????

� ��� ????????????????????

0ROOFREAD�7ORDS� #IRCLE�THE�CORRECT�SPELLING�OF�THE�WORD�

� ��� VOCLE� VOCAL� VOCEL

� ��� LABEL� LAEBEL� LABAL

����� BROKIN� BROKAN� BROKEN�

����� BASEC� BASIC�� BASUC

����� IKON� ICON�� ICAN

����� MOTIVE�� MOTIFE� MOTOVE

����� AKORN� ACERN� ACORN�

����� FEVER�� FEVAR� FEAVER

����� EEGO�� EGO� EGHO

Spelling Words

Frequently 
Misspelled 

Words

� FAVORITE
� BUY

FEVER
BROKEN
CLIMATE
HOTEL
BASIC
VOCAL
NATIVE
SILENT
LABOR
SPIDER

LABEL
ICON
AGENT
MOTIVE
VITAL
ACORN
ITEM
AROMA
EGO
SOLO

Spelling Words

Home Activity Ndjg�X]^aY�^YZci^[^ZY�b^hheZaaZY�a^hi�ldgYh�^c�V�eVgV\gVe]#�6h`�ndjg�X]^aY�id�cVbZ�dcZ�
a^hi�ldgY�l^i]�i]Z�adc\�a�hdjcY�VcY�dcZ�l^i]�i]Z�adc\ o�hdjcY#
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